
ST MARK’S 
DENTON, TX 

PREPARING FOR 
HOLY WEEK

Part 1: The Kerygma



The Events of 
Holy Week
• Sunday: 

• Palm Sunday entry into Jerusalem, Mt 21:1-11; Mk 11:1-11; Lk 19:29-44; 
Jn 12:12-19

• Monday: 

• Cursing of Fig Tree, Mt 21:19-19; Mk.11:12-14;

• Cleansing of the Temple, Mt 21:12-17; Mk 11:15-19;Lk 19:45-48

• Tuesday:

• Withered fig tree 21:18-22; Mk 11:20-25, 

• Challenge to Jesus’ authority Mt 21:23-27; Mk 11:27-33, Lk 20:1-8, 

• Condemnation of Jewish leaders: Mt 23:1-39; Mk 12:38-44, Lk 20:45-21:4; 

• Olivet discourse: Mt.24-25; Mk13; Lk 21:5-36

• Wednesday:

• Rest, woman with the alabaster jar? Conspiracy takes form



The Events of Holy Week

Thursday

Last Supper Mt 26:17-35; Mk 14:12-
31;Lk 22:7-38; Jn 13-17,

Gethsemane Mt 26:36-46; Mk 14:32-42; 
Lk 22:39-46;

Arrest Mt.26:47-56; Mk 14:43-52;Lk 
22:47-53; Jn 18:1-14, trials Mt 26:57-75; 
Mk 14:53:-72; Lk 22 54-71; Jn 18:15-27

Friday

Trial before Pilate Mt. 27:1-31; Mk 15:1-20; Lk 
23:1-25; Jn. 18:28-19:16;

Crucifixion: Mt.27:32-56; Mk 15:22-41; Lk 23:26-
49; Jn 19:38-42, 

Burial Mt 27:57-61; Mk 15:42-47, Lk 23:50-56; Jn 
19:38-42

Saturday

Freeing the captives

Sunday

Resurrection Mt 28:1-10; Mk 16:1-
8; Lk 24:1-12; Jn 20:1-18



Why 
Remember 

Holy 
Week?

Why 
remember/commemorate 
events from the distant past?

Why does it matter to us 
today?

What difference does Jesus 
make?

Did He really have to die?



The Crucial 
Importance 

of Jesus’ 
Sacrifice

Can’t we just be saved by 
being a “good person”?

Do all roads lead to 
God/Heaven?

Aren’t all religions the 
same?

It all seems primitive; did 
He really have to sacrifice 
Himself?



Do we 
really 

need to 
be 

“saved”?

From what?

What could be that bad?



Answers

Can we be saved by being “good”: 

NO

Can we save ourselves:

NO

Is Jesus the ONLY Way, Truth and Life?

YES!



KERYGMA

Creation

Sin

Salvation/Redempt
ion

Our Response



KERYGMA

Creation-all is good, YOU are good 

• Can fit 4 quadrillion earths in the nearest star…

• Wonder and trust

Sin-worst possible news

• Why the world is ‘broken’

• Bondage to sin, death, hell and Satan

• Under the dominion of the Prince of the world

• Evil one envious of God’s plan for divinizing US

Salvation/Redemption-binding of the Strong 
Man, the undoing of death, victory of Kingdom 
of God

Our Response-utter gratitude and praise

• Metanoia

• Conversion

• Transformation 



THE 
GOAL: 

RESCUE

Christian life is NOT 
about private devotion 
and “private” practice

Christian life is about:

• Public witness

• Rescue



COURAGE OF 
PROCLAMATION

• Without the Bad News (sin, death, 
rejection of God and its consequences) 
the Good News is NO news at all



The 
Unshakeable 
Kingdom

• God is shaking the world systems: 

• Political

• Economic

• Religious/ecclesiastical

• Social

• Personal

The world systems are easily shaken 
under the right circumstances. 

The Kingdom of God is unshakeable. 

“Yet once more I will shake not only the 
earth but also the heaven.” This phrase, 
“Yet once more,” indicates the removal of 
what is shaken—that is, created things—
so that what cannot be shaken may 
remain. Therefore, since we are receiving 
a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us 
give thanks, by which we offer to God an 
acceptable worship with reverence and 
awe; for indeed our God is a consuming 
fire” Heb. 12:26-29



Orphans, 
Slaves or 
Children?

• Lessons from the Prodigal 
Son- Luke 15:11-32: 

• Orphan spirit that tells us 
that God is not our Father, 
that He does not care and 
that we have to do 
everything by ourselves, 

• Slave spirit: whereby we 
know God is there but we do 
everything because of duty, 
but not because of 
relationship. 

• CHILDREN: The truth is God 
is our Father and everything 
He has is ours! It’s a difficult 
lesson to hear in this age of 
alienation of families and 
relationships.



Do Not 
Be 

Afraid!

This exhortation repeated 365 times in the Scriptures. 

“ For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into 
fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, 
“Abba! Father!” Romans 8:15

“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you 
will eat, or about your body, what you will wear… And can 
any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of 
life? …If then you are not able to do so small a thing as that, 
why do you worry about the rest?...and do not keep 
worrying. Instead, strive (seek for) for his kingdom, and these 
things will be given to you as well.’ Luke 12:21-31



Fear 
Not!

Do not be unsettled

Do not be anxious

Do not be afraid

Do not worry

Lean into the Father and rest in what Jesus has 
accomplished: He dealt with everything on the 
Cross. We are New Creations. This is a new reality.



A 
SPIRIT 
OF 
POWER

The Kerygma is effective ONLY when accompanied 
by the DEMONSTRATION of the Holy Spirit of 
power: 

“when the Advocate comes…” John 15:26

”You will receive power” Acts 1:8

“My speech and my preaching was not with 
enticing words of man’s wisdom, but in 
demonstration of the Spirit and power” 1Cor. 2:4-5

”For our gospel came to you not only in word, but 
also in power and in the Holy Spirit “ 1Thess. 1:5



COMMON 
MISUNDERSTANDING

Most Catholics really don’t know WHO 
the Holy Spirit IS

Aim of evangelization: detach the idea 
of the Spirit from the experience of the 
Spirit. 

Both are necessary. Cannot just learn 
about the Holy Spirit, to be converted 
one must invite Him in and experience 
the difference.

Sacraments demand experiential 
reception, not just intellectual 
understanding.



OBJECTIVE 
V. 

SUBJECTIVE 
EFFECT

Nevertheless, the fruits of the 
sacraments also depend on the 
disposition of the one who receives 
them. (CCC 1128)

But what are we to make of the continued 
conferral of the Sacrament with none or 
hardly none of the effects it is supposed 
to have, actually happening? We are quite 
clearly facing a situation where 
sacraments are being “validly” conferred 
but remain in many cases manifestly 
unfruitful.



SACRAMENTALIZED 
NOT EVANGELIZED

Catechizing someone who is not evangelized and 
converted, is like planting seeds in concrete

Today’s people who present for the sacraments 
have been formed by the culture NOT the faith or 
the Gospel. 

That is why they live like everyone else. 
Undistinguishable from non believers. 

B16 called it living lives of “practical apostasy”.

Most have been baptized BUT NOT CONVERTED.



BASIC 
PROCLAMATION

KERYGMA

CREATION

SIN

SALVATION

OUR RESPONSE



GOSPEL 
IS 

POWER

• Romans 1:16:” For I am not ashamed 
of the gospel: it is the power-
dunameis- of God for salvation to 
every one who has faith, to the Jew 
first and also to the Greek”



PERSONAL 
RESPONSE 
OF FAITH

• God has no grandchildren

• The Christian life is not about 
introspection, self-improvement or even 
private devotion, it is about RESCUE and 
transformation. 



The 
plan in  

the 
modern 

world

Counteract the modern hopelessness 
engendered by nihilism and deism. 
Modern meaninglessness can only be 
countered through purpose and God’s 
plan of infinite blessing.

Christianity is a  frontal assault on modern 
meaninglessness: God has a plan, and 
everyone has a role and an important 
place in the kingdom. 

Jesus Christ is the only antidote to despair 
and meaninglessness and hopelessness.



FOUNDATIONAL 
TRUTHS

The Blessed Trinity: God is an eternal 
loving communion of Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit
The Person of Jesus: A divine person 
who took on human nature in the 
Incarnation
The Paschal Mystery: the suffering, 
death, resurrection, and ascension of 
Jesus Christ
The Dignity of the Human 
Person: made in the image and 
likeness of God

The Church



Mission: 
Our 
Deepest 
Identity

• We wish to confirm once more that the 
task of evangelizing all people constitutes 
the essential mission of the Church. It is a 
task and mission which the vast and 
profound changes of present day society 
make all the more urgent. Evangelizing is 
in fact the grace and vocation proper to 
the Church, her deepest identity. She 
exists in order to evangelize . ..”

• Evangelii Nuntiandi

• Universal Call to holiness linked with New 
Evangelization: 

• ‘Holiness must be called a fundamental 
presupposition and an irreplaceable 
condition of everyone in fulfilling the 
mission of salvation in the Church. The 
universal call to holiness is closely linked 
to the universal call to mission. Every 
member of the faithful is called to 
holiness and to mission…



BEGIN 
WITH 
END IN 
MIND

• Teleology: begins with ultimate goal: 

• Personal holiness and mission in this 
life

• Eternal life

• Work back from there


