
Frequently

Dear Parishioners,

As we continue to prepare for our Building a Community to Worship as ONE campaign, I want to address some 
of the most common questions about the campaign process and timeline. My hope is to clarify our vision for the 
parish. Your understanding, support and ongoing stewardship will be critical to our success. Please keep St. Mark 
in your prayers as we journey together to build up God’s kingdom.

With love, prayer, and thanks,

Fr. George

Do we really need a church? Isn’t the one we have fine?
A Catholic church is meant to be a sacred space that represents heaven on Earth. We design them exclusively 
for the sanctification of man and the glorification of God. At St. Mark, our current worship space is a 
multipurpose room used for galas, Christmas parties, retreats, conferences, and youth events, all of which 
require volunteers to move hundreds of chairs for each occasion. In the 25-year history of our parish, we’ve 
never celebrated the sacred mysteries in a true church building.

Under normal circumstances, we also cannot adequately accommodate everyone at Mass. Many 
must stand while others watch Mass on a TV screen in the chapel and narthex. With thousands of 
new homes scheduled for construction in our area during the next several years, others will join 
St. Mark. We need a church that can accommodate everyone – current parishioners and new 
families who will someday call St. Mark their home.

Given the economic fallout of COVID-19, is this the right time for a capital campaign?
For many of life’s most important steps, the right time hardly ever presents itself. 
It’s no different with a capital campaign for a new church. On the one hand, 
we will be mindful of the financial hardships that stem from the 
pandemic. On the other hand, however, God calls us to be 
stewards of the spiritual and physical Church. We are like 
gardeners whose duty it is to plant, weed and prune so 
that the garden will bear its fruit. Although we face an 
unprecedented winter, we are called to be gardeners 
for all seasons.
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Pray! We begin the spiritual construction of our new church now by 
laying a foundation of prayer and spiritual sacrifices. Please make a 
pledge to pray each day and invite your family and friends to do the 
same. God said, “My house shall be a house of prayer for all people.” 

(Isaiah 56:7) Let’s start building 
our new church   

prayer at a time.

What can I do now to help?

Why don’t we just continue our regular 
fundraising efforts instead?
For several years, we’ve been raising money 
for a new church through a monthly second 
collection, the annual gala, end-of-year campaign 
and offertory savings. Thanks to the generosity 
of parishioners, we already have $6.5 million 
dedicated to the building of the church. While 
grateful for this response, the campaign is a 
proven way to raise the funds we need so that our 
plans to build remain on track. We want to avoid 
delays because with inflation, construction costs 
will increase each year. 

Am I expected to make a pledge and give to the 
second collection and the end-of-year campaign?
Moving forward, our only request is that you 
make a pledge and fulfill it over three years. 
We will suspend the end-of-year campaign during 
the capital campaign. The monthly second 
collection will be geared toward giving visitors an 
opportunity to participate and for parishioners to 
supplement their pledge. Of course, we will adjust 
an individual’s pledge period if needed.

Why are we emphasizing pledges?
A pledge is a promise made in good faith. Making a 
pledge allows donors to maximize their support by 
fulfilling their commitment over a period of years. 
Before we commit to the construction of a new 
church, we must know that we will have the funds 
to pay for it. Pledges serve as collateral and along 
with cash, they will help us secure the loan from 
the Diocese that we’ll need to begin the project. 

How much will it cost to build the church and 
when will construction begin? 
The current estimated cost is $17.5 million. 
Before beginning construction, Diocesan 
regulations require St. Mark to have 65% of the 
total funds available – 40% in cash and 25% in 
pledges. We currently have $6.5 million in cash.  
We need to reach $7 million in cash and 
$4.5 million in pledges. It is our hope to break 
ground in early 2022 and complete 
construction by the first Sunday of Advent 2023.

When will you ask me to make a pledge to the campaign?
Before asking for your financial commitment, we hope your support begins 
spiritually by praying for the campaign. Meanwhile, we are finalizing our case 
statement, preparing request letters and training volunteers in anticipation 
of the public phase and campaign kickoff February 6/7. In the coming weeks, 
you will receive materials as you prayerfully consider your financial gift to 
the campaign. 

Is my pledge legally binding? Will it be confidential?
A pledge is a significant commitment; however, it is not legally binding. All we 
ask is that you do your best and advise us of financial changes that will impact 
your pledge. St. Mark will publicly recognize campaign contributors but will 
not publicize the size of a donor’s gift. Anyone wishing to remain anonymous 
can do so by indicating this on the pledge form.

Will you accept stock, qualified charitable distributions, trust and estate gifts or 
employer matching funds?
Yes! Please contact the Advancement Foundation of the Diocese of Fort Worth 
at (817) 533-3174 for assistance.

Will my gift to the capital campaign be tax deductible?
Yes, gifts to the campaign are tax deductible and the Advancement Foundation 
will mail you an itemized statement of your contributions each January. Please 
contact your tax consultant with more specific tax questions.

May I designate my gift in honor/memory of a loved one? Will there be naming 
opportunities?
Yes, the Advancement Foundation accepts honorarium/memorial gifts and 
will notify the person you designate of your tribute. Further, we will soon 
provide a list of naming opportunities.


