
Saint Mark
N E W S L E T T E R

As we strive to actively live stewardship at 
St. Mark’s, it’s assuring to know the 

members of  our Money Counters Ministry 
use their talents to ensure our treasure is 
handled with care and transparency.

Two teams guide the ministry. 
Bob Garza leads Team One and Joe 
Calabrette leads Team Two. They gather 
on Mondays to calculate the collections 
for checks, currency and coins from the 
previous weekend.

Besides sharing their talents, Joe and his 
team enjoy the socialization the ministry 
brings, as team members serve the parish 
and grow closer to Christ by doing so.

“It’s kind of  fun, and we do socialize,” 
Joe says. “Usually, we say a prayer when 
we start the count, and we include special 
prayer intentions of  our members.”

Bob developed a program that employs 
spreadsheets to tabulate the offertory. This 
system allows the team to account for 
every check and currency collected. Once 
the deposit is manually double-checked, 
the computer software verifies it.

Bob’s talents come from the experience  
he gained working for AT&T, when he 
utilized various computer programs.

“Being able to use my talents is 
something I really enjoy and look forward 
to,” Bob says. 

Joe Calabrette and his team are looking 
forward to learning the spreadsheet system 
to help their work. At this time, however, 
they are using manual entries for the various 
collection categories and their totals. 

“The count comes in from Sunday 
or the weekend by either envelope or 
cash,” Joe says. “The envelopes mostly 
have checks, and each check has to be 
verified that the amount is correct and 
not post-dated.”

Once everything is sorted, Joe takes 
the collection to parish bookkeeper Kathy 
Christoferson or business manager Kim 
Harbert. Ensuring they properly handle 
the parish’s stewardship of  treasure is vital.

“It’s not just me or Bob,” Joe says. 
“It’s a team and we can’t do it alone. They 
deserve all the credit.” 

MONEY COUNTERS MINISTRY 
Handling Our Treasure with Care 

Liturgy
Schedule
Saturday Vigil: 

5:00 p.m., 
7:00 p.m. (Spanish) 

Sunday: 
7:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m.,

11:30 a.m., 2:00 p.m. (reserved 
for 60 & above parishioners),

4:00 p.m. (Lifeteen)

Daily Mass: 
Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri, 7:30 a.m.;

Wed, 12 p.m. (noon)

Adoration: 
Mon. - Thurs. 8:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Fri. 8:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

Confessions: 
Sat, 3:00 - 4:00 p.m.

J U L / A U G  2 0 2 0
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A s Christians, it is important that 
we recognize the difference 

between right and wrong — both 
morally and ethically. Sometimes, 
though, this line can become blurred.

Many situations we encounter in 
our lives include variables that can 
leave us internally conflicted and 
unsure of  how to move forward in 
accordance with God’s will.

So, how do we work through 
these moral conundrums? One 
way is to develop a solid Christian 
conscience.

A moral conscience exists in 
the heart of  every individual. As the Catechism of  the 
Catholic Church states, “When he listens to his conscience, 
the prudent man can hear God speaking. Conscience is a 
judgment of  reason whereby the human person recognizes 
the moral quality of  a concrete act that he is going to 
perform, is in the process of  performing, or has already 
completed” (1777, 1778).

Think of  your conscience as the “angelic” version of  
yourself  sitting on your shoulder, giving you sound advice.

While everyone is blessed with a conscience, each 
individual has a responsibility to develop this conscience 
from the time they are young. Parents obviously play an 
important role in developing their children’s consciences. 
As the primary educators of  their children on ethical 
issues and the Catholic faith, parents have a responsibility 
to teach virtue to their children and help them to avoid 

fear, selfishness and pride. As we 
grow older, we take on the lifelong 
challenge of  continually forming our 
own consciences, and establishing a 
moral code that enables us to make the 
proper judgments.

One valuable tool in forming 
a conscience is the practice of  
introspection. “It is important for 
every person to be sufficiently present 
to himself  in order to hear and follow 
the voice of  his conscience” (CCC 
1779). In contemporary society, where 
there are so many distractions and 
routines, it is extremely important that 

we take the time to look inward and truly listen to what our 
inner voice is telling us.

Another way to ensure we are developing a good moral 
code is by conforming to the mind of  Christ. God the Father 
gave us Christ, physically present on this earth and recorded 
in Sacred Scripture, as the ultimate example of  what to do 
and how to behave according to God’s will. In turn, when 
we act in loving imitation of  Christ, we are certain to make 
practical judgments of  conscience.

The next time you are faced with a moral dilemma, 
take some quiet time to look inward, weigh the positive 
and negative outcomes, and listen to the voice of  your 
conscience. Read the Gospels for examples of  Christ’s 
teachings. By making this a regular practice, you will find 
that the voice of  your conscience will come in louder and 
more clearly than you may have initially expected.

Living According to God’s Will
Forming a Conscience and Moral Code

The next time you are faced with a moral dilemma, take some quiet 
time to look inward, weigh the positive and negative outcomes, 
and listen to the voice of  your conscience. Read the Gospels for 

examples of  Christ’s teachings. By making this a regular practice, 
you will find that the voice of  your conscience will come in louder 

and more clearly than you may have initially expected.
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W ith the arrival of  August, 
I find myself  reflecting 

on what a strange summer this 
has been. Of  course, some of  
us have done our best to enjoy 
a “staycation” at home, while 
focusing on the positive during 
this unprecedented — and often 
stressful — time. Nevertheless, 
August also means that many of  
us start the transition back to our 
fall routines.

I once heard a quote from a 
psychologist who said time seems 
to pass more quickly as we get older 
because we’re experiencing fewer 
“firsts.” When we’re continually 
experiencing new things, time 
tends to stand still while we’re 
living them. After we’ve repeated 
those events numerous times, they don’t faze us much 
anymore — and before we know it, months have passed, 
seasons have changed, and it’s time to start the annual 
cycle again.

Yet, we should not allow our time to be something 
that simply evades our grasp, trickling through our 
fingers. After all, time itself  — every moment on this 
earth — is a gift from God. We each have 24 hours today 
and seven days this week to use however we please.

At this point in time, let us 
reflect on how we chose to use our 
time during this pandemic. Did 
we set aside time to pray? Did we 
spend additional time with our 
family? Have we allowed for time 
to serve others? Did we devote 
time each day to serve God?

When we assess the use of  our 
time, we must make a spiritual 
examination — “Have I been a 
good steward of  the time given 
to me?” Maybe now is a good 
time to make some changes in 
our lives. There is no better time 
than right now to seek out ways to 
grow closer to God. This is what it 
means to be a good steward!

As the last days of  this most 
unusual summer hopefully give 

way to the activity of  fall, remember to keep God in 
your hearts, in your minds, and on your tongue as we 
continue our stewardship journey as a parish family.

Please pray for me as I continue to pray for all of  you. 

In Christ,

Fr. George
Pastor

Understanding the Gift of  Time
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

A Letter From Our Pastor
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Safely Sharing in Joyous Sacramental Celebrations at St. Mark
 As our parish and community continues to navigate the COVID-19 pandemic,  
we recently celebrated the Sacraments of  Baptism, First Communion and Confirmation here 
at St. Mark. Taking the necessary precautions — wearing protective masks and practicing 

social distancing — we safely celebrated the reception of  these sacraments.
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Safely Sharing in Joyous Sacramental Celebrations at St. Mark
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Meet the Maddens:
Doug and Angie Madden and their two daughters, 

Madison (Maddi), 17, and Lillian (Lilli), 14, 
have been parishioners at St. Mark since they moved 
to Aubrey in 2013. They were quickly drawn in by the 
welcoming atmosphere and strong sense of  community 
in our parish. While the family has always attended 
church and participated in parish life together, their 
commitment to living out the faith took a great leap 
a few years ago. On Mother’s Day weekend in 2017, 
Angie attended her first ACTS retreat and came home 
with a renewed fervor for the faith that encouraged the 
entire family to get even more engaged in parish life!

Reflecting on that ACTS retreat, Angie recognizes a turning 
point in her relationship with Christ and the Church community.

“I knew before going that something was lacking, and 
I feel like the retreat helped me sort that out,” she says. “It 
definitely set me on fire when I came home to get more 
involved, to get to know people at church, and to have 
friends that my children would know as well — other adults 
that would have an influence on them.”

Following Angie’s lead, Doug attended his first 
ACTS retreat in 2019.

“Before I went, we would go to Mass and participate, 
but something was missing,” he says. “We were there in 

The Madden family — (from left) Maddi, Doug, Lilli and Angie
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Meet the Maddens:
body and not in spirit. Attending the ACTS retreat was 
just a big life-changing moment in my spiritual journey. 
It changed so much for me, and I’m just so appreciative 
of  what that did for me and what it does for so many 
parishioners — it just draws everybody in. It really sets 
a lot of  people on fire for the Holy Ghost.”

Both Angie and Doug began volunteering with ACTS 
retreats following their experiences with the program 
and hope to continue doing so in the future. Doug is 
also a Eucharistic Minister and has joined the parish’s 
new Protection Team Ministry. Angie has helped with 
the Elementary Religious Education classes and the 
Vacation Bible School since 2013. This past year, she 
also coordinated the meal teams for our Middle School 
Youth Ministry.

Last summer, the Maddens’ younger daughter was 
old enough to volunteer with the Vacation Bible School 
for the first time. Angie, Maddi, and Lilli loved the 
opportunity to all serve together.

“I think my favorite thing was last year when I got 
to help out with the younger kids,” Lilli says of  her 
involvement in the parish. “That was a lot of  fun.”

Maddi, who will begin her senior year of  high 
school next month, has enjoyed attending the Teen 
ACTS retreats, helping with VBS, and participating in 
Life Teen.

“I love going to Life Teen,” she says. “I have a lot 
of  friends there, and it’s fun. I like getting to hear all of  
the core team members talk about their life experiences 
— just soaking that in and knowing how to be a holy 
woman as I go into college. The other thing I love about 
it is Brad’s leadership and encouragement for the teens 
to be involved beyond Life Teen.”

As the Maddens’ faith has deepened, so, too, has 
their commitment to service. Raised in the Baptist faith, 
Angie joined the Catholic Church in 2002. Doug’s 
devotion to the faith initially drew her to the Church, 
but the emphasis of  Catholic teaching on social justice 
really sealed the deal!

“As Christians, serving others is what we are 
called to do,” Angie says. “For me personally, I want 
to set an example for my children because I want my 
grandchildren to be raised even better than mine in the 
Church. We were a little late to the party, and I hope 

further generations start even sooner than we did. I 
want to lead by example.”

Ultimately, it is the Maddens’ hope that their 
daughters will see their example and continue to stay 
rooted in the faith.

“I want them to be on fire, too,” Angie says. 
“Especially as they are teenagers and young women, I 
want them to have a solid foundation to know what the 
truth is so they can navigate the world today and not go 
astray. I want their eternal futures to be secure.”

“I hope they continue sticking with their Catholic 
faith and Catholic roots,” Doug agrees. “I truly believe 
in the real presence of  the Lord in the Eucharist and 
that this is Jesus’ Church. Following in those footsteps 
is what He has called us to do — to just go out and 
serve.”

“As Christians, serving 
others is what we are called 

to do. For me personally, 
I want to set an example 
for my children because 
I want my grandchildren 
to be raised even better 

than mine in the Church. 
We were a little late to the 
party, and I hope further 

generations start even 
sooner than we did. I 

want to lead by example.” 
— ANGIE MADDEN

A Family on Fire for the Faith
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Saint Mark

All Masses can be streamed anytime on the parish 
Facebook page — Facebook.com/st.markdenton

If you are not attending Mass in person at this time, 
you can still contribute to the offertory

through our online giving portal at
membership.faithdirect.net/TX587

Or drop your check in the mail to
St. Mark Catholic Church

6500 Crawford Rd.
Argyle, TX 76226

http://www.stmarkdenton.org
http://Facebook.com/st.markdenton
http://membership.faithdirect.net/TX587

