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N E W S L E T T E R

When Greg and Leah Johnson first 
joined our parish in 1993, little 

did they know that they would find 
much more than a worship community. 
Indeed, the Johnsons were also embark-
ing on a spiritual journey that would 
make St. Mark their treasured family in 
faith. 

While Leah was raised in the Cath-
olic Church, Greg’s path to the faith 
began when the couple’s second child 
was born. First motivated by a desire to 
avoid questions from his oldest daugh-
ter about why he wasn’t taking Commu-
nion at Mass, Greg enrolled in our RCIA 
process. There, he fell in love with the 
richness and authenticity of  the Church 
traditions and teachings. Greg was bap-
tized in the Catholic Church together 
with the couple’s second daughter, then 
a newborn, in 1999.

For the next several years, the John-
sons attended Mass and continued to 
raise their daughters in the Church. 
Then, Greg’s attendance at a men’s 
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Liturgy
Schedule
Saturday Vigil: 

5:00 p.m., 
7:00 p.m. (Spanish) 

Sunday: 
7:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m.,

11:30 a.m., 2:00 p.m. (reserved 
for 60 & above parishioners),

4:00 p.m. (Lifeteen)

Daily Mass: 
Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri, 7:30 a.m.;

Wed, 12 p.m. (noon)

Adoration: 
Mon. - Thurs. 8:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Fri. 8:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

Confessions: 
Sat, 3:00 - 4:00 p.m.

N O V / D E C  2 0 2 0

The Johnson family — (back, from left) Caroline, Leah, Greg, 
Luke; (front, from left) Olivia and Hannah
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ACTS retreat in 2004 and Leah’s attendance at a wom-
en’s ACTS retreat in 2005 deepened their commitment to 
actively live out the faith even more.

“ACTS changed our lives,” Leah says. “We got very 
involved and were on many teams, and both of  us direct-
ed retreats. It was just wonderful to have an even better 
parish family, and it strengthened our marriage and fam-
ily life. We attribute a lot of  our spiritual growth to those 
ACTS retreats — they were a jumping-off  point for us.”

“The retreats completely transformed our family,” 
Greg agrees. “For me, it let me see what my role as a 
Catholic husband and father was supposed to be and 
helped me reshape my priorities. That is what got me 
engaged in parish life — I hadn’t served in any capacity 
before. It was a wake-up call for me.”

One of  the most eye-opening aspects of  the retreat 
for Greg was the fellowship he found with the other at-
tendees. For example, one of  the other men there was 
someone Greg had typically avoided running into after 
Mass before getting to know him better at the retreat. 
Now, the two are close friends. 

“Before the retreat, I had thought guys that loved Je-
sus were the guys sitting alone at a Starbucks with their 
Bible,” Greg says. “So being around these men and hear-
ing their stories made me realize you can love sports and 
hunting and the outdoors and love Jesus and be all these 
things wrapped into one man. So ACTS transformed 
who our friends are because I just wanted to be around 
these godly men who helped me grow. I joke that we used 
to be the first ones out of  the parking lot after Mass, and 
now we are the last ones. The people of  St. Mark is who 

we want to spend our time with, and we want to have 
that parish community.”

Following the ACTS retreats, the Johnsons also 
opened their hearts to God’s call to have more children, 
welcoming their twins into the family in 2008. The John-
sons pray that the foundation in the faith they have laid 
for their four children will stay with them throughout 
their lives. In the meantime, they feel blessed to be in-
volved in parish life in various ways, including the fam-
ily Faith Formation program, faith-sharing groups, and 
Greg’s participation in the Knights of  Columbus.

As the Johnsons have taken a leap of  faith in engag-
ing further with parish life over the last 15 years, they 
have found that the rewards are truly priceless.

“All of  a sudden, we had this family at church, and 
I got to know on a deeper level people that I may not 
have otherwise,” Leah says. “Having that church family 
changed a lot for us, and to this day, we consider them an 
extended part of  our family.”

With gratitude for the many blessings they have 
found in parish life, Greg and Leah look forward to con-
tinuing to grow in faith and friendship with the people of  
St. Mark — and invite others to do the same.

“Don’t miss out on the opportunity to have fantastic, 
rich friendships by dodging everybody like I did for 10 
years!” Greg says. “We are thankful for what the parish 
has done for our family. If  you don’t have the level of  
involvement that you’d like to have, just take a chance, 
open yourself  up to the people and the ministries at the 
parish, and you’ll get far more out of  it than what you 
put in.”
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“We are thankful for what the parish has done for our 
family. If  you don’t have the level of  involvement that 

you’d like to have, just take a chance, open yourself  up 
to the people and the ministries at the parish, and you’ll 

get far more out of  it than what you put in.” 
— GREG JOHNSON
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UNWRAPPING THE Gift OF Stewardship
M ost people associate steward-

ship with giving. Some think 
it is a desperate plea by the church 
asking parishioners to give some of  
your time, talent and treasure to a 
worthy cause. Some think it is a no-
ble gesture that identifies a faithful 
steward, a common occurrence this 
time of  year. And for some, it is an 
understanding that the stewardship 
way of  life brings joy and blessings 
to the giver by returning a portion of  
the gifts he or she has received from 
God.

At Christmas, when it is most 
common to give or receive gifts, 
should this not also be a time when 
the stewardship way of  life becomes 
the gift that is unwrapped by our 
consciousness and treasured by our 
faith? After all, the first gift of  Christmas was the gift of  
God’s own Son. For those who may still be struggling to 
truly understand the stewardship way of  life, that may be a 
concept that is difficult to accept, even at this time of  year. 
But by living the stewardship way of  life, it makes perfect 
sense to me. And during this season of  faith, the gift of  
stewardship remains one of  the blessings of  my life as a 
Catholic, as a priest and as a pastor.  

Before fully embracing a life of  stewardship, I could jus-
tify wasting my time with less-than-worthwhile activities. I 
could rationalize withholding my talents, because I often 
thought somebody else would always step up and take care 
of  things instead of  me. I restricted or limited sharing my 
material resources, thinking it wouldn’t make a difference 
— or worse yet, I thought others could afford to give more 
than me, because I believed I had already given enough. 
As each day passes, I remind myself  often of  how wrong 
I was in what I did with my time, talent and treasure. But 

the days for regretting my misunder-
standing of  the stewardship way of  
life are over.  

Stewardship conversion changes 
all of  that, and the reverse is now 
true. The more time, talent and trea-
sure that I can give, the more content 
and joyful I truly am. When is the 
last time you unwrapped a gift that 
gave you so much peace of  mind 
and heart? Maybe you have never 
been aware of  receiving such a gift, 
or maybe God is just waiting for you 
to unwrap what He has always want-
ed you to have. Perhaps it is the gift 
God wants you to have this year for 
Christmas.  

The catalyst for stewardship is 
gratitude. And, as we recognize that 
all we have is a gift from God, it 

lights up our gratitude as if  it were a large Christmas tree 
with too many lights on it to be counted. All we can do is 
look at it with wonder and awe, thankful for what we see, 
what we have, and the opportunity to give back something 
in gratitude. It is more than just a spirit of  “holiday stew-
ardship” that seems to be so common this time of  year. It 
is the core of  the stewardship way of  life, and once that gift 
is unwrapped, our conversion takes hold and our lives are 
transformed into faithful stewardship intended by our God. 

I hope and pray that you and your family will be blessed 
during this season of  God’s grace, unwrapping the gift of  
stewardship in your lives and finding joy and peace — both 
during this season of  grace and all year long.

In Christ,

Fr. George
Pastor

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

A Letter From Our Pastor
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Giving the Gift of  Faith to Future Generations
W hen Manuel and Mary Trevino received the Sacra-

ment of  Matrimony, they had no idea how many 
joyous blessings, as well as sanctifying crosses, God would 
send their way. Yet, they put their trust in Him and one an-
other. Now, 47 years later, they are seeing the fruit of  their 
faith and perseverance.

“Our family consists of  four children — Stephen, Tri-
sha Villa, Manny III, and Elizabeth Lewis, as well as six-
teen grandchildren,” Manuel says. “We are a celebratory 
family who gathers for Easter, Christmas, birthdays, and 
many other occasions that spark an interest. Our gatherings 
are filled with a family spirit and joy, and we recognize and 
thank God for His blessings on each occasion.”

Awe-inspired, they see how God has watered the hearty 
seeds of  faith they planted in their children’s souls as they 
were growing up.

“Our entire family, though spread out now at 
various local parishes, continues to grow in the Catholic 
faith with their young families and receive Je-sus in the 
Eucharist,” Manuel says. “Family values always remain 
in the hearts of  future generations. Our parents prayed 
that we would keep the faith, and now we try to live it. We 
pray that those in future generations will do so, as well.” 

Looking back, they are grateful that they took their du-
ties as Catholic parents seriously. 

“As Catholic parents, we were always involved in 
our children’s Catholic upbringing,” Mary says. “We had 
them in Catholic elementary schools, and when they 
were in public high school, I was involved with their 
Confirmation team. I thank God that our children 
continue to make their Catholic faith an important part of 
their lives.”

The Trevinos: 

When Manuel and Mary Trevino received the Sacrament of Matrimony, they had no idea how many joyous blessings, as well as sanctifying crosses, God would send their way. Yet, 
they put their trust in Him and in one another. Now, 47 years later, they are seeing the fruit of their faith and perseverance.
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Giving the Gift of  Faith to Future Generations
They are also thankful they made music an integral 

part of  their family life. Their oldest son, Stephen, currently 
serves as the Life Teen Music Minister at our parish, and 
their other children still savor the gift of  music.  

“The family grew up with music,” Manuel says. “When 
the children were in elementary school, we formed a band 
and performed Christian music at churches, retreats, and 
schools.”

Manuel and Mary have been parishioners since 1995, 
except when they moved away from 2005 to 2013. As the 
years have carried on, they have grown more and more loy-
al to our parish family, and their love for St. Mark’s runs 
very deep. 

“I appreciate St. Mark’s because it is a very friendly par-
ish that is welcoming to all people,” Mary says. “I love Fr. 
George and really enjoy his homilies. All of  the familiar 
faces we see make St. Mark’s feel like home.”

Manuel can’t help but agree.
“St. Mark has always been a parish with a loving heart,” 

he says. “It is the people that are welcoming no matter 
which building we are in.”

Over the years, they have generously given their time, 
talent, and treasure in numerous ways. Both Manuel and 
Mary are active leaders in the Cursillo Movement and our 
parish prayer group. They have also enjoyed helping with 
ACTS Retreats and Religious Education, as well as in Bible 
studies and parish conferences. For several years, they have 
provided the music for Divine Mercy Sunday.

“I volunteered as a catechist for a couple of  years and 
hope to volunteer again as I found it so rewarding to teach 
the children about our faith,” Mary says. “I am also the St. 
Mark’s liaison for the Magnificat, A Ministry to Catholic 
Women, and I have encouraged as many ladies as possible 
to attend a Magnificat Breakfast when we schedule one.”

Manuel has been involved with the Knights of  Co-
lumbus since 1993 and was honored to serve as the Grand 
Knight from 2017 to 2019. He is also our parish liaison and 
a board member for the Catholic Brothers for Christ.

“The Knights at our parish serve in a variety of  ways, 
from helping with parish fundraising activities to serving 
food at ministry events to caring for widows, and more,” 

Manuel says. “For me, serving God’s family parish along 
with these men is a very rewarding experience.”

Furthermore, Mary is a member of  the Catholic Daugh-
ters and serves as a Rosary Rally Captain with America 
needs Fatima. 

“I love attending Sunday Mass and, when possible, dai-
ly Mass,” Mary says. “I think the most important activity 
I can be involved in is attending Mass and receiving Jesus 
in the Holy Eucharist. St. Mark’s Parish is where I come to 
receive my Lord and Savior and holy energy to go out and 
serve wherever He leads me. I do believe that serving God 
will bring us to our heavenly reward of  being in His pres-
ence for all eternity.”

“Our entire family, though 
spread out now at various 
local parishes, continues 

to grow in the Catholic 
faith with their young 

families and receive Jesus 
in the Eucharist. Family 

values always remain 
in the hearts of  future 

generations. Our parents 
prayed that we would keep 

the faith, and now we try to 
live it. We pray that those 
in future generations will 

do so, as well.” 
— MANUEL TREVINO
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Preparing for the Coming of Christ
Advent: 
There are six seasons in the liturgical year 

for Catholics. The first is and always will be 
Advent. Advent is a season unto itself – it is not part 
of Christmas. The six seasons are, in order: Advent, 
Christmas, Lent, the Sacred Paschal Triduum, 
Easter, and Ordinary Time (which is divided into 
two sections, one from the end of Christmas time 
until the beginning of Lent, and one from the end of 
Easter time until Advent).

The point for us as Catholics as we approach 
Advent is to realize that Advent is not Christmas, 
even though it is possible to get caught up in the 
Christmas feeling that is so prevalent during this 
important liturgical cycle. Advent stands alone, and 
we need to approach it in that way. The mystery of 
Christ unfolds to us throughout the Church year, and 
that disclosure begins with Advent.

Each of us Catholics is most likely aware that 
the Church has spent centuries of prayer, thought 
and study, inspired by the Holy Spirit, to define and 
identify how we are to live out our faith. We have 
Canon Laws set down for us from Rome. Also, at 
the Vatican, in the Curia overseen by the pope, there 
is something called the Congregation for Divine 
Worship. It is this sector of the Church that has given 
us our calendar and the reasons for it.

According to the General Norms for the Liturgical Year 
and the Calendar issued by the Congregation, “Advent has 
a twofold character: as a season to prepare for Christmas 
when Christ’s first coming to us is remembered; as a 
season when that remembrance directs the mind and heart 
to await Christ’s Second Coming at the end of time” (39).

We may think in terms of Advent being merely 
as a time to prepare for Christmas. Nevertheless, 
it is much more important than that, or at least it 
should be. The word “Advent” evolves from the 
Latin word adventus, which means “coming.” We all 
understand that Christ is coming; His first coming 
is celebrated on Christmas, and that is to what our 
Advent preparations may tend to lead.

To really be prepared nonetheless involves also 
understanding the second reason for the Advent season 
– to prime us for the Second Coming of Christ. Although 
this may seem to us not in keeping with the “Christmas 
spirit,” it is exactly what we need to remember to 
include in what we do during Advent. Just as Lent is a 
penitential time leading up to Easter, Advent should be 
a penitential time leading up to Christmas.

It is important for us, as stewards of the Church, 
to understand and appreciate both aspects of Advent. 
And it is equally important as good stewards to live 
out those expectations.

The Mystery of  Christ unfolds to us throughout the 
Church year, and that disclosure begins with Advent.
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Advent, Christmas, and 
New Year’s Mass Schedule

Mass of  Solemnity of  the Immaculate 
Conception of  the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Dec. 7 — 7 p.m.

Solemnity of  the Immaculate 
Conception of  Blessed Virgin Mary 
Dec. 8 — 7:30 a.m., 9 a.m., 12:00 p.m., 
5 p.m., and 7 p.m.

Christmas Eve
Dec. 24 — 2 p.m., 4 p.m., 8 p.m., 11 p.m.

Christmas Day 
Dec. 25 — 8 a.m., 10 a.m., 12:00 
p.m. (Spanish)

Vigil Mass — Solemnity of  
Mary, the Holy Mother of  
God 
Dec. 31 — 5 p.m.

Solemnity of  Mary, the 
Holy Mother of  God 
Jan. 1 — 7 a.m., 9 a.m., 
and 11:30 a.m.
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All Masses can be streamed anytime on the parish 
Facebook page at www.Facebook.com/st.markdenton

If you are not attending Mass in person at this time, 
you can still contribute to the offertory

through our online giving portal at
membership.faithdirect.net/TX587

Or drop your check in the mail to
St. Mark Catholic Church

6500 Crawford Rd.
Argyle, TX 76226

http://www.stmarkdenton.org
http://Facebook.com/st.markdenton
http://membership.faithdirect.net/TX587

