
Saint Mark
N E W S L E T T E R

No matter what may be going on in 
the world around us, St. Mark’s 

Faith Formation program has one 
mission in mind — to help our parish 
families come to know Jesus Christ as 
their best, eternal friend. Even though 
our environment may be changing in 
ways we cannot fully understand, our 
parish is still there for us — and this is 
something that isn’t changing.

Associate Middle School Youth Minister 
Andrea Woolums and Middle School-High 
School Youth Minister Bradley Horn have 
been working with our catechists, “putting 
their hands to the plow” and their hearts 
to the service of Our Lord. In light of the 
pandemic situation, they have been creating 
innovative ways to help our parish families 
grow in their Catholic faith, and overcome 
the obstacles in their path.

Encountering Christ through 
Online Faith Formation 

Opportunities

continued on page 2

Liturgy
Schedule
Saturday Vigil: 

5:00 p.m., 
7:00 p.m. (Spanish) 

Sunday: 
7:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m.,

11:30 a.m., 2:00 p.m. (reserved 
for 60 & above parishioners),

4:00 p.m. (Lifeteen)

Daily Mass: 
Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri, 7:30 a.m.;

Wed, 12 p.m. (noon)

Adoration: 
Mon. - Thurs. 8:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Fri. 8:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

Confessions: 
Sat, 3:00 - 4:00 p.m.

S E P / O C T  2 0 2 0
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“It is our goal — both Bradley’s and mine — to help the 
children and their families encounter Christ and grow closer 
to Him,” says Andrea, who also serves as Coordinator of  
Elementary and Family Faith Formation. “We want them 
to develop a deeper relationship with Him. We hope to help 
them encounter Him through everything we are offering. 
In spite of  all the restrictions, we are trying to find the best 
possible way for this to happen. Jesus is the way to heaven, 
and heaven is our goal.”

First, they are implementing a family-based faith 
formation program to help parents with children in 
kindergarten through eighth grade. Ultimately, it can 
enable parents to better catechize their young children, 
and make Catholicism come alive in the midst of  their 
domestic churches. 

“This program allows families to learn about the 
Catholic faith all together, instead of  being split up 
according to their ages or grade levels,” Andrea says. “It 
also encourages our parish families to share fellowship with 
each other.”

The program works on a monthly basis. During the first 
week of  the month, the program features an online class 
for parents that covers the content they will teach to their 
children throughout the month. During the second week, 
small communities consisting of  three to five families, called 
“family pods,” will meet together over Zoom. Their meeting 
will be facilitated by a catechist who will lead the families 
through family-friendly faith activities designed for various 
ages. The second lesson will be completed throughout the 
third week on their own time. Wrapping up the month, the 
families will do a service or liturgical activity together, such 
as making cards for the hospitalized, praying the Rosary 
over Zoom, or enjoying a family picnic in the park, with 
social distancing. 

Secondly, the parish is providing a digital option that 
utilizes Spirit of  Truth by Sophia Institute Press.

“Although we loved our old curriculum, it focused a 
lot on acquiring head knowledge, without really teaching 
the children how to put it into practice,” Andrea says. 

“This new curriculum features great content knowledge 
as well, but it also provides a way for the children to 
apply the faith to their daily lives. Furthermore, it can 
move seamlessly between a digital format and an in-
person class format, so that if  we get to go back into the 
classroom this year, we can easily make the transition 
as needed.” 

The online classes are scheduled to take place 
throughout the week, and the students will be able to 
manipulate between the class and the digital setting to 
answer questions, complete fill-in-the-blank exercises, play 
learning games, etc.

Finally, our seventh and eighth-graders will be able to 
participate in an online version of  the Edge curriculum 
featuring teachings and small-group settings. Bradley will 
also be arranging an online version of  Life Teen to suit the 
needs of  our high school students.

“It is our goal — both Bradley’s 
and mine — to help the children 

and their families encounter 
Christ and grow closer to Him. 

We want them to develop a 
deeper relationship with Him. 

We hope to help them encounter 
Him through everything we 

are offering. In spite of  all the 
restrictions, we are trying to 
find the best possible way for 

this to happen. Jesus is the way 
to heaven, and heaven is our 

goal.” — ANDREA WOOLUMS

For more information about these enriching opportunities, please visit the following online links:
www.stmarkdenton.org/elementary; www.stmarkdenton.org/middle-school-youths;

and www.stmarkdenton.org/youth-ministry.
You may also reach Andrea Woolums at 940-222-8081 or at awoolums@stmarkdenton.org.

Online Faith Formation Opportunities  
continued from front cover

http://www.stmarkdenton.org/elementary
http://www.stmarkdenton.org/middle-school-youths
http://www.stmarkdenton.org/youth-ministry
mailto:awoolums@stmarkdenton.org
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T he famous author G.K. Chesterton once said, 
“Coincidences are God’s way of  staying anonymous.” 

Since fully embracing the stewardship way of  life, 
coincidences have become cherished experiences for which 
I thank God — and rightly so! While God stays anonymous, 
coincidences are His way of  interacting with the world He 
created. Importantly, as we have been continually 
impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic, and 
with many of  our circumstances changing 
day to day, we can be grateful for His 
“coincidental” intervention.

As I continue to witness 
the grace-filled effects of  the 
stewardship way of  life on our 
parish, and in my own life, it 
is definitely God’s hand at 
work in our lives of  faith. If  
some identify a coincidence 
as a “surprise blessing” that 
lifts the spirits and draws one 
closer to gratefulness to God, 
we cannot deny that in those 
circumstances that God is giving 
us the grace to live and celebrate 
our faith. So, let’s celebrate the 
coincidences!

Celebrate the coincidence that 
Chesterton himself  converted to 
Catholicism late in his life, yet wrote 
book after book affirming and defending 
the Catholic faith long before his conversion. 
Four years after Chesterton joined the Catholic 
Church, he wrote a phenomenal book called The 
Catholic Church and Conversion. It is one of  the best 
works on conversion to Catholicism, as well as a wonderful 
description of  conversion to the stewardship way of  life. 
The same experiences, or “coincidences,” apply when we 
find ourselves drawn into the understanding, practice and 
expression of  discipleship, known to us as “stewardship.”  

Chesterton describes conversion in three steps.

“The convert takes his first step rather unwittingly when 
he decides he’s going to be fair to the Catholic Church,” 
he wrote. The convert to stewardship must also dispel the 
“myths of  stewardship” and give it a chance. 

This first step of  conversion then leads to a long and 
enjoyable second step, which is the utter fascination of  

learning what the Catholic Church really does 
teach. Chesterton says, “It is like discovering 

a new continent full of  strange flowers and 
fantastic animals, which is at once wild 

and hospitable.” For the stewardship 
convert, it is recognizing that 

stewardship is a practical way of  
living the Gospel. It makes sense, 
and others are doing it with joy 
and passion. What they have, 
the convert also wants.

Then, the convert to 
Catholicism suddenly realizes 
with a shock that he can no 
longer be detached and impartial 
about the Catholic Church. The 
convert to the stewardship way 

of  life realizes this is the way he 
or she wants to live — and makes 

the commitment to do so. 
If  this were not true of  what 

Christ has called us to be, I would not 
be writing this today. If  this were not 

true of  our commitment to stewardship, 
you may not be reading this today. And, if  

this were not true of  a stewardship parish such 
as ours, we would not be the faithful stewards we 

are today. Wouldn’t you also agree it is a “coincidence” to 
thank God for each day of  our lives?

In Christ,

Fr. George
Pastor

“Coincidental” Stewardship
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

A Letter From Our Pastor
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Jane B. Dickson
This past April, our St. Mark community mourned the passing of 
parishioner Jane B. Dickson. With a spirit of great generosity, Jane 
left our parish with a gift of $1 million in order to help with the 
construction of our new church building. We wish to express our 
utmost gratitude for this gift as our parish family celebrates Jane’s 
life, which saw her travel all over the world while also serving as a 
steward of her local and parish communities here in Texas.

St. Mark Community Bids a Grateful Farewell to Parishioner 

Born on the last day of  February 1951 in Meridian, Bosque County, Texas, Jane Bonner Dickson was the 
beloved first child and first daughter of  Willie Gene Dickson (née Williams) and Guy Bonner Dickson. 

Her father, Guy, was an elementary school principal, and her mother, Gene, was a home economics teacher. 
In 1955, Guy and Gene’s second child, Elizabeth, gave Jane a younger sister.

Jane graduated from Monterey High School of  Lubbock, Texas, in 1969. Later, she would attend several 
of  its class reunions, including the 50th in 2019. From high school, she entered Texas Tech University, 
earning a Bachelor of  Arts in History. Afterward, she joined the Army, serving two years in Germany as 
a wheel mechanic, and was honorably discharged in 1976. She returned to Texas to further her education, 
earning a Master of  Library Science at North Texas State University (now The University of  North Texas).

She worked for a few years in a public library Brownsville, Texas, before securing an academic librarian’s 
position at Dick Smith Library at Tarleton State in Stephenville, Texas, in January 1980. After several 
promotions, she retired as lead reference librarian on Aug. 31, 2006.

She bought a home at Robson Ranch Retirement Community. Jane participated in many of  the community’s 
clubs and social activities, and practiced Tai Chi. She loved to discuss literature, arts, history, theatre, and 
cinema. In retirement, Jane found kinship in convivial friendship, living among the largest group of  friends 
she’d ever known without forgetting — and often visiting — the friends she’d made during her years at Dick 
Smith Library.

She loved pugs. Since buying her first pug, a year never passed without one, two or three pugs, all rescue 
dogs, living in her household.

After her mother’s death, she cared for her father as he slowly faded, an act of  selfless love for which she 
was much admired.

Jane loved to travel, accompanying her friends to remote locations, north, south, east and west, or 
venturing alone to make new friends in South Africa, Poland and France. She worked for a summer shift on 
the Meerkat Project in South Africa; toured the Greek Islands; and stood awestruck in Norwegian fjords. 
 She loved France for the wines and food, many times touring Burgundy and Provence to meet vintners 
and chefs, but, an Anglophile, her first love was Great Britain. She loved British mysteries, British humor 
and British history. She often toured Great Britain to meet experts on its literature, history and architecture.

She joined the Roman Catholic Church, becoming a member of  St. Brendan Catholic Church, of  
Stephenville, Texas, and, upon moving to Denton, became a member of  St. Mark the Apostle Catholic 
Church of  Argyle, Texas.
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Jane B. DicksonSt. Mark Community Bids a Grateful Farewell to Parishioner 

Feb. 28, 1951 - April 8, 2020
In her last year, she suffered heart problems, and later, untreatable liver cancer. Isolated by COVID-19 

(coronavirus) social distancing and lockdowns, Jane in her final days was able to communicate with her 
friends by phone, and was attended by her late sister’s husband.

She passed of  heart failure near dawn on April 8, 2020, beloved 
by her many relatives and friends, who will never forget her 
wit, her humor, her kindness, and her love for all of  
them.

In life, she donated to many charities, 
including charities for Alzheimer’s disease, 
heart disease, historic preservation, 
wildlife and dogs. She divided her estate 
among several charities, donating 
to St. Mark’s Church, endowing a 
foundation at Tarleton State, and 
providing funds for DFW Pug 
Rescue.

Jane Bonner Dickson was 
preceded in death by her 
mother, Willie Gene Dickson 
(1919-2000); her father, Guy 
Bonner Dickson (1921-2012); 
and her sister, Elizabeth Rose 
Dickson Hail (1955-2015).

She is survived by Barbara, 
Helen, Ingrid, Wanda, Sondra, 
Bobbi, Tracey, Stacy, Andi, 
Trudy, Leah, Tare, Mike, Tina, 
Joey, and the many friends of  the 
Catholic Club, Singles Club, and 
Book Club; and relatives Patricia 
Denson of  Nashville, Tenn.; Anna 
Denson of  Jacksonville, Fla.; Billy 
and Robin Kennedy of  Atlanta, Ga.; 
Mark Darr of  Granbury, Texas; Gloria 
and Gary Darr of  Granbury, Texas, and 
Guy Hail.
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Joy Medley 
REFLECTS ON FAITH, FAMILY AND   SERVING OUR PARISH COMMUNITY

I f  you have been a part of  the St. Mark faith community 
for a while, you have most likely seen parishioner and 

Liturgical Director Joy Medley helping out around the 
church in countless different ways! Even when she still 
had all four children and her niece at home, Joy made 
time for parish life. For Joy, the desire to spend time in 
our community all comes down to the value of  personal 
relationships — with her own family, with our parish 
family, and with God.

Joy and her husband, Keith, joined St. Mark following 
a move to the area 13 years ago and immediately felt at 
home here. When Joy was asked to take on the role of  
Liturgical Director in 2013, she was happy to become a 

bigger part of  making other people feel just as welcome 
in our parish community.

“I think working on the liturgy team, you feel like 
you are bringing people together and bringing the 
Eucharist to people,” she says. “That is just the highest 
honor to me, and it is really rewarding.”

In addition to her duties as Liturgical Director — 
which includes the scheduling and training of  about 
350 liturgical volunteers — Joy continues to stay 
engaged in various other ministries. She teaches first-
grade Religious Education classes, serves as a tribunal 
advocate and a member of  the Pastoral Council, and is 
leading the parish’s capital campaign.   

The Medley family — (from left) Keith, Seth, Joy, Alec and Kaitlyn; (front) Jack
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REFLECTS ON FAITH, FAMILY AND   SERVING OUR PARISH COMMUNITY
Parish involvement has always been a part of  life for 

Joy. She and Keith had also been active members of  their 
previous church, in Kentucky. Their time at St. Mark, 
however, has inspired them to dig even more deeply into 
their relationships with God and their fellow parishioners. 
After participating in the ACTS retreat, the Medleys felt 
a renewed passion for the faith. Later, a personal loss 
brought Joy even closer to our parish family.

“My sister died three years ago, and I was getting 
cards from people that belonged to the parish that I didn’t 
even know,” she says. “That overwhelmed me — the fact 
that the community is so close, that it is a family and they 
mourned with me. What people need to know about St. 
Mark is that people are there for you. Even if  they don’t 
know you well, they know you are from St. Mark and 
that makes you family. So that changed me, too.”

In addition to the inspiration she draws from her 
fellow parishioners, Joy also finds a great example of  a 
servant’s heart in our very own Fr. George.

“Father is a one of  a kind,” she says. “He has helped 
build my faith over the years. Father makes things real 
because he walks the walk — he does what he asks of  us. 
He makes it easy to follow and be a part of  the church.”

Joy views her personal relationship with the Lord 
as fundamental to her faith life and strives to spend as 
much time with God and His people as she can.

“I think a lot of  us think going to church on Sunday 
is like checking something off  a list, but it’s really about 
having a relationship with Christ,” she says. “Just like 
when we have relationships with our friends, husband 
and children, it requires time to build that. There will 
be good days and bad days. There have been times I’ve 
sat in adoration mad or sad, and that’s okay — He 
still wants us to come. But you have to spend that time 
and work at that relationship to make it whole and 
fulfilling.” 

Now that the Medleys’ children are older — ranging 
in age from 13 to 27 — and they have five grandchildren 
as well, they can see the fruits of  the faith they instilled in 
them over the years. With a deep reverence for building 
and nurturing relationships, Joy has stayed close to her 
family, her faith community and God — she now feels 
blessed to watch her children do the same.

“I think [living out our faith] is what we’re called to 
do,” Joy says. “We have to lead by example, and I think 
that’s how we spread our faith — by showing people 
how to be Catholic by the way we live and the things 
we do. I think you do just need to dive in and not look 
back. And you do it for your children, too, so they see 
it, and then when they leave home and they are still 
going to Mass, that’s when you see it coming back, and 
all the giving comes back to you.”

“I think a lot of  us think going to church on Sunday is like 
checking something off a list, but it’s really about having a 

relationship with Christ. Just like when we have relationships 
with our friends, husband and children, it requires time to build 

that. There will be good days and bad days. There have been 
times I’ve sat in adoration mad or sad, and that’s okay — He 

still wants us to come. But you have to spend that time and work 
at that relationship to make it whole and fulfilling.” — JOY MEDLEY
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Saint Mark

All Masses can be streamed anytime on the parish 
Facebook page — Facebook.com/st.markdenton

If you are not attending Mass in person at this time, 
you can still contribute to the offertory

through our online giving portal at
membership.faithdirect.net/TX587

Or drop your check in the mail to
St. Mark Catholic Church

6500 Crawford Rd.
Argyle, TX 76226

http://www.stmarkdenton.org

