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The Lord’s Prayer 



The Lord’s Prayer 

• Jesus was praying in a certain place, and when he 
had finished, on e of his disciples said to him, 
“Lord, teach us to pray just as John taught his 
disciples.”  Luke 11:1. 

• In response, He taught them the “Our Father” 
prayer.   

• The only prayer Jesus taught us… 

• Fundamental Christian prayer.  

• This prayer contains all we need to know about 
prayer. 

• Summarizes the entire gospel message. 



A Family Prayer 
• Jesus speaks intimately regarding communion with His 

Father: 
– Jn 10:30, “The Father and I are one.”  
– Jn 14:31, “but the world must know that I love the Father 

and that I do just as the Father has commanded me” 
– MT 11:25, ““I give praise to you, Father, Lord of heaven and 

earth…” 
– Jn 10:15, “just as the Father knows me and I know the 

Father; and I will lay down my life for the sheep.” 
– Jn 16:28, “I came from the Father and have come into the 

world. Now I am leaving the world and going back to the 
Father.” 

– Jn 6:40, “For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who 
sees the Son and believes in him may have eternal life..” 

– Jn 20:21, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so 
I send you.” 



Family of God - Communion 

• Jesus came to bring all people to the Father. 

• Jesus wants us to have the same intimacy with 
the Father. 

• We are baptized into the family of God. 

• The “Our Father” definitively places us in this 
family relationship with the Trinity. 

• We pray the Our Father not only as inividuals 
but as an entire family of God. 



“Our”, “We”, “Us” 

“Our” Father 

• Jesus the Son, is our brother...drawing us in the family.   

• Through baptism we are adopted sons and daughters. 

• In spite of our sins, Jesus reconciles us with “our” Father. 

 

Give “US” … Forgive “Us”… Lead “Us”… Deliver “Us”  

• All of us, he includes himself into our needs…he is the 

redeemer.  

 

As “We” Forgive 

• Christ call us to join him in forgiveness, love/charity. 

 

 



The Seven Petitions of the Our Father 

 Proper ordering of life. 

 Proper ordering for prayer. 

 

The first three petitions: 
– God is first.  

– No mention of US. 

– God Centered, as our lives should be. 

The next four petitions: 
– After praise to God; then comes our needs. 

– What God can do for us and what we must do for Him. 



First Petition 

1. Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
– God is in heaven…separated from us/earthly attachment. 

– God’s Holiness is not meant to distance us from Him, but rather to attract us. 

– Holy is God’s name; His essence.  It not What He is, it is Who He is. 

– We affirm God’s Holiness in proclaiming that Holy is His name! 



Second Petition 

2. Thy kingdom come,  
– God is King of Kings. 

– “The Kingdom of heaven is at hand.  Repent and believe in the gospel”       
MK 1:15 

– Christ is with us (Immanuel) …Hope in the resurrection.…The second coming 
of Jesus 

– Also the Kingdom in the real presence of the Trinity through the Church (at 
hand). 



Third Petition 

3. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven  
– That God’s will is primary in our lives 

– Our will should conform to God’s will, how we achieve peace. 

– We learn this by the example of Jesus…obedience to the will of the Father. 

– God’s will transforms us.  “Not as I will it.” MT 26 

– On earth as it is in heaven…that we might be holy, have peace, as it is in 
heaven.  Conforming earth to heaven by our love. 

– Love others above ourselves. No Humility, No Holiness, No Holiness, No 
Heaven! 



Forth Petition 

4. Give us this day our daily bread. 
– God will take care of our needs.  A Father will care for His children. 

– God will provide for our daily needs.  “Have no anxiety at all”.  Phil 4:4; MT 6:31 

– God also provides the “True bread from heaven” Jn 6, that we truly need for eternal 
life. 

– The Greek word used is “Epiousios” for daily bread in Matthew but in Luke it is 
“daily”.  God provides both.  Only place in greek literature where Epiousios is used. 

– Bread for today and bread for tomorrow…eternity. (Natural – Supernatural) 



Fifth Petition 

5. And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. 
– Reconciling with God. 

– Admission of sin.  Contrition.  God’s Mercy.  “Because I love 
you”  Is 43:4 

– But this is conditional…we MUST forgive others! 

– We are to love like God loves…unconditionally. 

– “Be perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect.”  MT 5:48 

– The very next verse after the Lord’s Prayer makes it clear: 
• MT 6:14-15, “If you forgive others their transgressions, your heavenly 

Father will forgive you.  But if you do not forgive others, neither will your 
Father forgive your transgressions.” 



Sixth Petition 
6. And lead us not into temptation. 

– We ask God for the grace necessary to avoid sin. 

– Jesus was led by the Spirit to the desert to be tempted…to show us how to 
face the devil, temptation and to avoid sin. Luke 3 

– We will always be tempted, God gives us the grace to not “be led into 
temptation”. 

– Jesus by example shows us that we need to know and to confront  our 
enemy 



Seventh Petition 

7. But deliver us from evil 
– The evil is the Evil One, Satan. 

– Death of the soul. 

– Christ concurred death and 
redeemed us all. 

– We ask God for the help and grace 
to save us from the lure of Satan, 
sin. 

– We ask for God’s help to ensure us 
the Beatific Vision…face to face with 
God. 



Doxology 

• For thine is power and the glory… actually 
derived from Catholic liturgy…. 

• AMEN…We say “So be it!!”  “I Believe!!” 

 

• Jesus gave us this prayer as a model for prayer 
and for spiritual life in general. 



The Our Father – Summary 

• Overview 

• Family of God 

• Our, us, we  

• 7 Petitions 

• Jesus’ formula 


