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F or faith to flourish and take root, it 
must be put into action. Only by actu-

ally living the faith we profess to believe can 
we truly embrace our discipleship calling. 
And this — say St. Mark parishioners Sean 
and Brenda Stenovitch — is what steward-
ship is truly all about.

“Stewardship is about contributing to 
God’s cause,” Sean says. “It’s about doing 
your part, so to speak — whether it’s time, 
talent and treasure — and doing more than 
simply saying, ‘Hey, I’m a Christian,’ by ac-
tually putting that faith into action.

“It means doing more than simply at-
tending Mass for one hour a week,” Brenda 
adds. “You have to become an active member to truly benefit from the faith community.”

Having joined the parish over 20 years ago, Sean and Brenda have been part of  the 
St. Mark community for the majority of  their married life. And during that time, they 
have done their best to serve and “do their part” so as to live out a strong model of  stew-
ardship for their son.

“It’s so important to encourage your children to be involved in the faith, setting that 
example for them and giving them the opportunity to serve as well,” Brenda says. “Our 
stewardship really started when we sent our son through Catholic school at Immaculate 

For Sean and Brenda Stenovitch, 
Stewardship is About
“Doing Their Part”

continued on back cover

Liturgy
Schedule
Saturday Vigil: 

5:00 p.m., 
7:00 p.m. (Spanish) 

Sunday: 
7:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m.,

11:30 a.m., 
4:00 p.m. (Lifeteen)

Daily Mass: 
Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri, 7:30 a.m.;

Wed, 12 p.m. (noon)

Adoration: 
Mon, Tue, 8:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.;

Wed, 8:00 a.m. - 8:30 p.m.;
Fri, 8:00 - 11:30 a.m.

Confessions: 
Sat, 3:00 - 4:00 p.m.
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STEWARDSHIP
Becoming Fishers of  Men
Whether you hold a high-profile position, such as parish council president, 

or have more of  a behind-the-scenes role as a coordinator of  a parish 
ministry, God has called you – as a parish leader – to help build His Church.

This challenge is just as important as the call of  any other Catholic leader, 
including the earliest disciples.

When Jesus walked along the Sea of  Galilee, He urged a group of  fishermen, 
“Come follow me.” Jesus promised if  they laid down their nets and followed 
Him, He would make them fishers of  men. These men were among His original 
disciples, and they knew Christ’s call was so important that they left their secu-
lar occupation to follow Him.

 Just as He did with the fishermen, Jesus calls each of  us today. He is not 
necessarily asking us to leave our secular careers, but He is asking us to put Him 
first in our lives and to share His message of  love with others.

God truly wants us to serve Him and to build His Church through the secu-
lar occupations we have chosen. It is through the Church that new disciples are 
born, and it is in the Church that disciples continue to mature. Forming disciples 
of  Christ is the most important work that can be done on earth, and each of  us 
has been called to play an active role in this work. 

So, how do we go about building the Church? Where do we find the plans? 
Some people mistakenly think that building the Church – in particular, 

building our own parish or diocese – is no different than building a successful 
business. Indeed, the purpose of  building the Church is to change hearts – a goal 
that only God can accomplish. 

Secular society has not prepared us for this work. However, the Holy Spirit – 
sometimes referred to as the “Architect of  the Church” – has the plan. In order 
to implement this plan, we must become good listeners. We must open ourselves 
to the workings of  the Holy Spirit as He transforms us and guides us to carry 
out God’s work and to serve as His instruments on earth, building the Church 
together with Him.

This is where spiritual exercises, such as retreats, come into play. A retreat 
offers the individual an opportunity to spend time alone with the Lord, allow-
ing God to draw the person deeper into the mystery of  who He is, who we are 
and what He is doing in our lives. Stewardship retreats can offer parish leaders 
the opportunity each year to spend time with the Lord as He directs them in the 
ways of  discipleship. As leaders, we must take time to meditate on the Scriptures 
and allow Jesus to open up His Word to us. Then, as we grow deeper in our un-
derstanding of  what God wants of  us, we can exclaim, just as the first disciples 
did on the road to Emmaus, “Our hearts are burning within us” (Lk 24:32).

God has placed an extremely important call on the lives of  all parish leaders, 
no matter how big or small the role. It is vital to understand how we, as parish 
leaders, can best answer His call. What, in particular, is the Lord calling each 
one of  us to do? He most likely is not asking us to drop our nets, but to pick them 
up and become “fishers of  men.” We must discern how we can most effectively 
cast our nets for Him.
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Stewardship Possibilities are 
Endless at Christmas

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

A Letter From Our Pastor

When I think of  December, the 
first thing that comes to mind 

is Christmas. While that may seem 
to be the obvious topic, there really 
are a number of  other possibilities. 
I could think of  Advent, a season of  
preparation. I could think of  the Im-
maculate Conception, as we celebrate 
God’s gift to the world in Mary. I 
could think of  Our Lady of  Guada-
lupe, whose popularity has spread 
far beyond the Hispanic communi-
ty. Of  course, December also holds 
the first day of  winter. And because 
December marks the end of  the 
civil year, I might be developing my 
resolutions for the New Year!

But instead, I think about Christ-
mas. It is when we celebrate the birth 
of  Jesus, the Babe in the manger in 
Bethlehem, who is the eternal Son of  God made man.

The basic truth of  Christmas — celebrating the birth of  
Jesus the Messiah, God Incarnate — is plenty of  reason for 
us all to rejoice and worship. But we’ve piled such an ad-
ditional load onto our Christmas observance that worship 
may be lost in the shuffle.

Think about what weight Christmas has to bear. We 
have to put up the decorations, or make travel plans to visit 
relatives. There is also the Christmas dinner to plan and 
cook. And then, we still have Christmas presents to buy. No 
wonder the Christ Mass becomes an afterthought!

Yet, we still have a wonderful opportunity this season — 
an opportunity to combine our Christmas activities with our 
stewardship commitments. Treasure, although challenging, 

is the simplest. Shouldn’t the most 
expensive Christmas present we give 
be the one to Jesus, Whose birthday 
we’re celebrating? Risen and glori-
fied, He needs nothing we have. But 
His Body, the Church, continues 
Jesus’ mission here on earth and al-
ways needs additional resources.

Time and Talent may be a lit-
tle more complicated, but can’t we 
spend a little more of  our time in 
worship and prayer? Maybe you 
can attend Mass each day of  the 
Christmas Octave.  Have your fam-
ily gather for prayers together in the 
morning or at dinner, in prepara-
tion for Christmas Day and through 
the Christmas season.

And there are so many oppor-
tunities to share our Talent! Sing 

in the choir for the Christmas Masses. Help decorate the 
Church. Cook or bake for someone who is shut-in. Invite 
someone who will be alone to share Christmas dinner 
with your family. Offer to work in a soup kitchen. The 
possibilities are endless.

With a little planning, we can make this hectic time 
one of  real blessing both for ourselves and others. Pray for 
me that I can keep Christmas properly, and I’ll pray for 
you. And by the way, have a merry Christmas!

In Christ,

Fr. George
Pastor
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A Wonderful Time Had by All at This Year’s Oktoberfest
We thank all who attended this year’s Oktoberfest celebration. 

We also extend our gratitude to those who made the event possible through their time, talent and treasure.
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Offering Our
Love and Adoration to Jesus

Eucharistic Adoration is the adoration of  Jesus Christ 
present in the Holy Eucharist. Churches that have this 

adoration display the Eucharist in a special holder called a 
monstrance, and people come to pray and worship Jesus.

Christ’s great love for us was shown when He was cru-
cified on the cross to pay the penalty for our sins and give us 
eternal life. He loves us without limit, and offers Himself  to 
us in the Holy Sacrament of  the Eucharist. Can we not give 
Jesus a few minutes of  love and adoration in return?

What is the importance of Eucharistic Adoration?
Eucharistic Adoration is the respect and worship we 

give to Jesus, who is truly present to us under the appear-
ance of  bread and wine. The Eucharist is a priceless trea-
sure; by not only celebrating it but also by praying before it 
outside of  Mass, we are enabled to make contact with the 
very wellspring of  grace.

What are the fruits of Eucharistic Adoration?
People who observe Eucharistic Adoration experi-

ence a deeper devotion to Jesus, and this manifests itself  
in countless ways. The primary fruits are repentance and 
conversion, which lead to increased charity — that is, the 
love of  Christ alive in His people. The adoration of  Jesus 
in the Eucharist also leads to greater reverence at Mass, a 
deeper desire for personal holiness, and a stronger sense 
of  union with the parish and the whole Church. Ever since 
the early centuries of  Christianity, the Church has linked 
Eucharistic Devotion to service to the poor. The practice 
has, more recently, led to an increase in vocations to the 
priesthood, diaconate and religious life.

What is proper etiquette during Eucharistic Adoration?
When we are not taking part in vocal prayers and 

hymns with other adorers, we should be praying silently. 
Whenever we pass before the place where the Sacred Host 
is reserved, we should genuflect. We should observe the 
modest dress and decorum that are appropriate to very 
solemn occasions. We should avoid any actions that might 
disturb or distract others, or otherwise draw attention to 
ourselves rather than Jesus.

How should we pray during Eucharistic Adoration?
There are many ways to pray. We may meditate in si-

lence by gazing on the Sacred Host. We may silently speak 
to Jesus from our mind and heart. We may also rely on 
devotions and prayers from Catholic tradition, such as 
the reading of  Scripture, recitation of  the Rosary, or the 
litanies. When two or more are gathered before the Sacra-
ment, they may pray or sing hymns together.

What is the best way to promote Eucharistic Adoration?
The best way to promote Eucharistic Adoration is by 

doing it! Make frequent visits to Jesus at the tabernacle. 
Invite your spouse, your children, your neighbors and co-
workers to join you. As the Catechism of  the Catholic Church 
reminds us, “Because Christ himself  is present in the sac-
rament of  the altar, he is to be honored with the worship 
of  adoration. ‘To visit the Blessed Sacrament is… a proof  
of  gratitude, an expression of  love, and a duty of  adora-
tion toward Christ our Lord’” (1418).
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Looking Toward the Next Phase of  
Our Parish Construction

O n Dec. 7, we will celebrate 
our fourth anniversary 

at this location. Thank you so 
much for your continued sup-
port in building this beautiful 
campus. As you know, we have 
completed the first phase of  
construction and have paid off  
the mortgage. We look forward 
to our next and biggest phase 
— the construction of  our 
Church. Before we can start, 
however, we must raise 65 per-
cent of  the estimated cost of  
the project. Some preliminary 
discussions have taken place at 
our first official meeting with 
the diocese, on Oct. 30, 2018. 
Four years ago, our parish had 
1,783 families and now we have 
grown to 2, 478 families. To ac-
commodate our growing parish 
family, we are planning for a 
church space of  1,500 to 1,800 
people. In order to provide a fit-
ting space for our community, 
the approximate cost of  this 
project is $10 million.

Advent Schedule Advent Reconciliation Service
Monday, December 10,  7:00 p.m.

1st Building Committee meeting for the new church

Christmas Eve Mass
4:00 p.m.
8:00 p.m.

11:00 p.m.
 

Christmas Day
8:00 a.m.

10:00 a.m.
12:00 p.m. (Spanish)
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Conception. That helped draw us in and our involvement 
gradually increased from there.”

“We can’t do everything, but we do what we can to sup-
port the whole,” Sean adds.

Over the years this has included co-chairing St. Mark’s 
auction for the FUNd Festival and helping with the 
Oktoberfest, participating in parish ACTS retreats and Bi-
ble studies, serving on a Funeral Meals team, and assist-
ing as needed with parish events. Brenda also has been a 
faithful member of  her women’s faith-sharing group while 
Sean has served in several different capacities, including as 
Grand Knight, for the Knights of  Columbus.

Serving and participating in these ways over the 
years has made the Stenovitch family feel truly at home 
within our parish. They’ve been blessed to form lifelong 
friendships and an ever-deepening appreciation for our 
Catholic faith.

“Thanks to my involvement, I really feel like I’m part 
of  this community — like it’s a family,” Brenda says. “I feel 

blessed to have been able to support and help other peo-
ple — to cry with and walk the journey with them. I feel 
blessed to be able to support people during difficult times 
and to have them lift me up in return.”

“Having people that you can count on to be there for 
you no matter what, it’s such a great feeling — to know that 
if  something happened to me, whether that was a serious 
injury or whatever, there would be people here in an instant 
to help Brenda and me get through it,” Sean adds.

Describing St. Mark’s as “truly special,” the Steno-
vitch family feels blessed to be able to serve and be part of  
this community. Their hope is to continue doing their part 
whenever possible, strengthening the whole as they further 
embrace their discipleship calling.

“Like anything else in life, you get out what you put 
in,” Sean says. “If  all you do is put in a lukewarm effort, 
then that’s the result you’ll get back. We’re all called to give 
differently, but if  you put something, in you will always get 
something back in return.”

For Sean and Brenda Stenovitch, Stewardship 
is About “Doing Their Part”  continued from front cover
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